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City gets commercial bus service 
   Good news for those who like to travel by bus. Jefferson Bus Lines 

started Branson area service on April 23, stopping at the Taney 
County Airport. The Avis ticket counter in the airport terminal is  

selling tickets for Jefferson. Bus times will be 2:00pm northbound and 

4:50pm southbound. If customers want more information, they can 

call 1-800-451-5333.  This is yet another means of transportation for visitors to economically travel 

to and from Branson.  

City offices 

closed May 31 

for Memorial 

Day  

  Tax revenues ahead of last year 
     City sales tax revenue received in April totaled 8% more than April 2009.  
And for the year, the sales tax revenue is up 0.6%. Revenue received in April 
is actually for consumer spending in February.  The tourism tax, which is 

levied on ticketed attractions, lodging and restaurants, was up 21.7% in 
March, for February sales, compared to March 2009. April numbers for 
March are not  yet available.  For the year, the tourism tax is 2.9% above 

2009. Without being overly optimistic, 2010 is looking brighter.   
   City finance director says the city finished the first quarter in good financial condition. 
Overall, government revenues are 11% greater than the budgeted amount; however, the  

expenditures are 2% greater than what was budgeted. Therefore, things appear to be  
financially stable for the first three months of 2010.                

Branson Airport expanding flights 
   Branson Airport has announced additional nonstop service between  

Nashville, TN and Gulfport/Biloxi, MS. The new service will be operated by  
ExpressJet Airlines.  Service begins May 17 and offered on  Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Saturdays. Go to www.flybranson.com for more information. 

Crime rate remains low in Branson 
   The number of reported crimes in Branson for the first quarter of 2010 dropped almost 
one percent from last year.  There have been no homicides in the city, and robberies,  
burglaries, stealing and auto thefts are all down. Also decreasing significantly is the number 

of drunk driving arrests, down 15% from last year, due to the stepped up enforcement by 
Branson police.      

Youth get sober message on DUI 
  The Branson Police Department teamed up with the Track Family Fun 

Parks to show teenagers the dangers of drinking and driving.  High school 
students from Branson and Reeds Spring participated by first putting on fatal 

vision goggles that simulate impaired vision. They  were then instructed  to 

drive go-karts around several safety cones placed on the track. They learned 

rather quickly how dangerous and difficult it is to drive while intoxicated.     

Official number of theaters, hotels and restaurants in 

the Branson area. 
 242 restaurants  

 207 lodging facilities with over 19,000 rooms  

   50 theaters with over 64,000 seats  
 

 7.78 million visitors in 2009   



Citizensõ Service  
Request Line  

 
   If you need a  

question answered 
about the city, or need 

to report a problem or 
express a concern,  

contact the Citizensõ 

Service Request line at 
337 -8502.  The line is 

open 24/7 and the city 
will respond to your 

request within five  

working days.  
   You can also e -mail a 

request from the city of 
Branson website  

www.bransonmo.gov.  

   In 2009, the city  
 received and  

responded to 155  
citizen requests.  

  Employees of the Month 
      Tom Shaw of the fire department and John Tinsley of the 
police department were named Employees of the Month for 
April.  Both received special recognition during the April 13 

Board of Aldermen meeting with Alderman Mike Booth  
presenting each with Employee of the Month plaques. Tom 
and John teamed up to organize the first ever Guns and 

Hoses Basketball Game between police and fire departments 
in January. Money raised from this competition, about 
$1,400, went to the Branson Police and Fire Associations, 

which provide financial aid to families of officers and  
firefighters disabled through sickness or job injuries. The  
Association also aids families affected by disasters.    

Blasting almost done at Taneycomo 

bridge project 
   At the Lake Taneycomo Bridge work, construction progresses 

well with most of the blasting completed by the oval -about 
(roundabout) on the Hollister side. Some blasting continues along 
Mo. 76 East to widen that area. They blast at sunset, closing the 

road there to one lane for short periods while they haul off the 
rock. Four bridge footings have been set.  The new bridge will go downhill to the Branson 
side. It will be about 20 feet lower than the old bridge as it goes down to Branson Landing.  

New businesses  

opening in Branson  

 
Legacy Dinner Theater 
3307 W. Highway 76 

 
Marine Recruiters Office 

120 S. Business 65 
 

Shooting for the Stars  
Mini-Golf 

3110 W. Highway 76 
 

Pizza Hut Delivery and 
Carry Out Store 

3000 Green Mountain Dr. 
 

 RecPlex bringing in new business 
   The Branson RecPlex is hosting more than 50 sports tournaments and special events through the 

end of September.  These activities bring in new visitors to Branson which in turn generates  
additional dollars for local businesses and tax revenue for city government. 

AquaPlex opens May 29 
 
The Branson AquaPlex,1500 Branson Hills Parkway, will 
open for the season on Memorial Day weekend,  

specifically Saturday, May 29.   
Swim hours for the summer will be as follows:  
Monday thru Saturday 12noon -7:00 p.m.  

Sunday 12noon -6:00 p.m.  
*The pool will be closed Saturday, June 5 for the  
Branson Waves Invitational Swim Meet.  

May 4 

Branson RecPlex 

4-7 p.m. 

 

5th Annual Phone 

Book Recycling 

Kickoff Event  

 

Recycle your old 

phone books and 

benefit the  Girl 

Scouts  

Sustainability tips  
Precycle vs Recycle   

   ñPrecycleò is to avoid having to recycle in the first place. By making certain 

changes/choices to NOT receive or purchase things which require disposal or 

recycling necessary later on, you can save money, time and sometimes the planet 

all at once. 

 An example is phone bookséBranson is one of the rare communities in the nation which 

receives five phone books...approximately 200,000 community-wide.  If you wish to receive only 

one or two, go to www.yellowpagesoptout.com .  You can opt out of the directories, or ñprecycleò 

the ones you wonôt use.  Itôs even better than recycling the ones you never opened in the first place. 

City commits to energy reduction 
 Branson was awarded a Certificate of Completion for participating 
in the four -part òMissouri Water Utilities Partnershipó with the EPA and 
Missouri University Science and Technology.  The participation involves 

drafting an energy policy that commits the city to a 1% per year minimum 
reduction in energy used to produce water and wastewater for five 
years.   There is a five year commitment to reporting the progress and being 

a òmodel pilot communityó in energy efficiency. 

(left to right) John Tinsley , Tom  
Shaw and Alderman Mike Booth  

http://www.yellowpagesoptout.com


Recreation maps available 
   The GIS Division of the cityõs engineering department has developed a new Outdoor  
Recreation Map of the Branson area.  The map depicts the numerous outdoor activities 
available throughout this region. In addition, the Branson Lakes Area Chamber of  

Commerce will use the maps as promotional material. To obtain a copy of the map,  
contact the Branson Engineering/Public Works Department at 417 -337 -8559 or stop by 
Branson City Hall, 110 West Maddux.       

 

Speed limits raised on two city streets 
   The speed limits on Fall Creek Road south of Highway 76 and on Roark Valley Road between 

Truman Drive and Gretna Road have been increased .  The new speed limit on both streets will be 
45 mph instead of  35 mph. The cityôs engineering department conducted speed studies on these 

two streets which concluded the speed limits could safely be increased to 45 mph. 

For the latest information on health issues, go to 
www.taneycohealth.org.  That will connect you to the Taney 

County Health Department website.  

 City to begin replacing old water  

meters with new ones  
Some customers to see rise in water bills     

         The cityõs utility department will soon begin the process of  

replacing 303 existing, outdated 2 -inch water meters. These old meters 
are inaccurate in their readings and costing the city in lost revenue. Itõs  
estimated the cityõs utility revenue could increase $1million annually with this meter 

change out. The new meters have electronic registers capable of future use with an  
automatic reading system. Most of these meter replacements will occur in businesses 
along Highway 76, which will likely see an increase in their water bills. However, the new 

meters could also encourage water conservation by customers to keep their bills low.  

Community 
Garage Sale  

May 8  
7 a.m. - noon  

Branson  
RecPlex  

Handicapped ramps along 76 sidewalks 
   A road project that had been sidelined by a delay in federal and state funds is back on 
track. The project will add handicap accessible ramps at driveways on West Highway 76 
from Roark Valley Road east to Sixth Street.           

Plumb Nellie 
Days  

 
May 21 -23  

 

Downtown  

Branson  

 

Arts, crafts, food 

and a whole lot 

of fun!  

Several places around Branson to recycle  

old phone books  
   Phone books are accepted year round at the Branson Recycle Center, 606 Compton 

Drive. Large green bins for phone books ONLY will also be provided this summer at the 
following cooperating local businesses:   

    Wal -Mart on Hwy 76 (June and July)   

   Country Mart -Cedar Ridge store (June)   
   Kmart (July)   
   Country Mart -Hollister (June and July).  

        Another reminder that residents who wish to receive fewer phone books may opt out at 
www.yellowpagesoptout.com  . 

American  

Cancer Societyõs  

 

Relay for Life  

 

June 4  

 

Cedar Ridge  

Elementary 

School  

City leaders to walk neighborhood and meet residents 
   Continuing their goal of strengthening and establishing action plans for city neighborhoods, the Bran-

son mayor and members of the Board of Aldermen will conduct a walking tour of the residential area 
west of Branson City Hall on May 6.  One week later, May 13, city leaders will hold a meeting with  

residents to exchange ideas for a successful plan. The walking tour starts at 5:30 p.m. at the K-Life  

offices in the old school building on 5th Street. Residents are encouraged to join city officials for the hour 

long walk that will identify attributes as well as needs for the neighborhood.  The neighborhood meeting 

on May 13 begins at 6:30 pm at the K-Life offices. 

http://www.yellowpagesoptout.com

