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Sign up now for Spring Citizens Academy

The next Branson Citizens Academy begins in March, and residents are encouraged
to sign up now for the program.

The Academy gives citizens a behind-the-scenes look at city departments and their
functions. Participants also have an opportunity to interact with the employees who deliver
those services. Each week participants will visit different city departments.

The eight-week session starts Monday, March 22 and continues each Monday

evening through May 11

, a Tuesday, when students receive special recognition at the

regular Board of Aldermen meeting. The sessions run from 6 p.m.—8:30 p.m. Classes will

be limited to 15 people.

To sign-up for the Citizens Academy contact Jerry Adams at Branson City Hall, 337-8526

or e-mail at jadams@bransonmo.gov. A schedule of the Citizens Academy programs can be

accessed on

the cityds homepage

Sales tax revenues rises

The city got some good news in January from the Missouri Department of Revenue.
Sales tax revenues in November were up 4.9% compared to the same month in 2008.
November is one of the busiest months of the year for visitors because Ozark Mountain
Christmas begins, the Veterans’ Homecoming week-long event, and the two biggest
shopping days of the year after Thanksgiving.

009 cri

According to the 2009 Crime Report from the Branson Police
Department, Branson continues to be a safe city to live and visit. There were
no homicides last year, only one rape compared to eight in 2008 and assaults

me stats prove Braason

were down 10 percent from 2008.

Employees of the Month

Jim and Sherrell Dikes (left and center in picture) were

" named Branson Employees of the Month for January, and were
| recognized by Alderman Rick Davis at a Board of Aldermen meeting.

The Dikes manage the city owned Lakeside RV Park.
During the October flooding at the RV Park, they spent 30 straight
hours assisting in the evacuation of RVs along the Taneycomo
lakefront and finding other safe locations for the campground

customers. They also regularly receive a 100% score on the customer evaluations for

courteous management.

Candidates for April Board of Aldermen election
Only one of the four Board of Aldermen seats up for election April
6 is being contested. Incumbent Cris Bohinc is facing a challenge from
Darrell Tomlinson in Ward 2. In Ward 3, incumbents Rick Davis and Rick “

Todd are running unopposed as is Mike Booth in Ward 1. All Board of
Aldermen seats are for two years.

.

For the latest information on H1IN1 (Swine Flu),
click here, www.taneycohealth.org, that will

take you to the Taney County Health
Department Website.



mailto:jadams@bransonmo.gov

Liquor Education Lake Taneycomo Bridge Work Begins

Class Feb 25 Blasting and tree clearing begin this month on the Hollister side of the bridge.
Blasting will only take place in the daytime, most likely in late afternoons and not
The next city mornings. Traffic will be stopped for the blasting, but for no longer than 10 minutes or the

sponsored liquor company is ﬁnpd $96 per minute. The speed limit in the work zone is now posted at 25
. . mph, which will be strictly enforced.
education class will be The new, second bridge over Taneycomo should be completed and ready for traffic
held February 25 at at the end of this year. Work then begins on revamping the existing bridge, which is
9:30 a.m. at Branson expected to be finished in late 2011.
City Hall. These
classes are for servers
and sellers of alcohol.
The training is
required of all
b.usme.sses sell.mg Wat er
liquor in the city of
Branson or businesses
that are in the process

New speed limit on Fall Creek
The speed limit on Fall Creek Road between Highway 76 and Roark Valley Road
has been increased from 35 to 45 mph.

usage down i n 009
According to the Branson Utilities Department, water production in the city dur-

ing 2009 decreased 6.6% from 2008. The city produced 1,225 billion gallons of water

compared to 1.31 billion in 2008. Two reasons for the decrease. (1) Above normal rainfall

of obtaining a liquor last year and (2) increased water conservation by local residents and businesses.

license.

City closes yard waste disposal site
Citizens’ Service The Utilities Department has closed the public yard waste disposal site located at
. the Cooper Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant on Fall Creek Road. The site was not
RequeSt Line convenient for citizens, either in location or hours. Less than six residents a week used
the site, which could not justify the cost of staffing it.
Another yard waste disposal site has been set up in Hollister at the Journagan

el S Quarry just off U.S. Highway 65

question answered
about the city, or need

to report a problem or Branson I n Fodor 0s Top 10
express a concern, Travel blogger Kara Williams lists Branson fourth on her list of Top 10
contact the Citizens’ travel destinations for 2010 on Fodor’s website for families seeking a good value

Service Request line at  for their money. She ranks Branson after Vancouver, British Columbia; Belize
337-8502. The line is and Hawaii.

open 24/7 and the city About Branson, Williams writes, “Everything I've read about this tourist
will respond to your city, my kids would love it.”

request within five
working days.

You can also e-mail a
request from the city of
Branson website
www.bransonmo.gov.

In 2009, the city

received and
responded to 155
citizen requests.

Guns and Hoses game huge success
The very first Guns & Hoses Basketball Game January 16

between the police and fire departments drew about 250
spectators at the Branson Junior High School Gym, and more
importantly, raise $1,158 for the Branson Police and Fire
Associations. This organization provides financial aid to the families of
police officers and fire fighters who become disabled through sickness or
job injuries and unable to continue working.

Former Aldermen

cited for service
Former Board of Aldermen Stan
Barker (left photo) and Stephen Marshall
. received special recognition and a plaque
Blg Show from Branson Mayor Raeanne Presley for
their tenure on the Board of Aldermen..
Monday’ Feb 8 The Mayor also announced that the city will plant a tree in honor
Dick Clark’s of Barker and Marshall in local parks Barker, who served on the Board from 2001-2009,

b

16th Annual
Hot Winter Fun

. resigned in November because he moved out of the city. Marshall, who served from 2007-
American 2009, resigned to spend more time with his family and business.
Bandstand . .
Theater Next Branson Citizens Academy begins March 22
7 p.m.

Sign up by calling 3378526 or email jadams@bransonmo.gov




New construction in 2009 tops $50 million
Even with a sour economy in 2009, the value of new construction in Branson totaled $53.5 million.
About $23 million of that total has been invested in residential development. Here is a list of building permits
issued in 2009 where the project totaled $500,000 or more.
Bee Creek Apartments, 200 Buzz St.— $12.6 million
Fall Creek Marina, 1 Fall Creek Dr.— $1.5 million
VA Clinic infill, 5571 Gretna Rd.— $1.9 million
HCW Office Building, 153 Payne Stewart Dr— $500,000
Branson Heart Center addition, 1150 W. Highway 248— $4 million
Palace View South condos, 600 Blue Meadows - $2.1 million
Branson Gables Assisted Living, 673 Spring Creek Rd — $1.3 million
Retail building shell, 1061 Branson Hills Pkwy— $510,000
Valley Ridge Apartments (Phase 2), 2026 Bird Rd.— $2.9 million
Branson Hills Office Complex, 186 Payne Stewart Dr.— $595,000
The Oaks Apartments, 134 Hamlet Rd.- $3.8 million
Wedding Italiano Restaurant infill, Branson Landing — $700,000

Branson firefighter in Haiti for relief efforts
Branson Fire Captain Chris Morgan is among seven Branson area residents who traveled to
M Haiti this month to help with the relief efforts from the devastating earthquake in January. Chris is
with the local Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT). He and the others stayed in Haiti for two
weeks.

DMATSs are a national organization with several units located throughout each state. They are

equipped through the Department of Homeland Security with field hospitals, medicine and surgical
supplies, and staffed with local volunteer doctors, nurses, and emergency medical personnel.

MoDOT revisiting Highroad extension
The Missouri Department of Transportation plans to resurrect the idea of extending Missouri 465, also known
as the Highroad, from Missouri 76 south to Missouri 376 near Branson. Currently, the 8-year old Highroad connects
at U.S. 65 north of Branson to Highway 76 west of our city. This month, a MoDOT task force will discuss the
Highroad extension along with other statewide projects and prioritize them. A big hurdle, according to MoDOT, is
finding funds for the project.

Keep the heat on in those vacant buildings

If you plan on keeping your business or home closed and unoccupied for any length of time

during the winter, be sure and leave the heat on between 45 and 50 degrees to prevent water and A

sprinkler pipes from freezing and bursting. Water can cause extensive damage to structures. ‘
The Branson Fire Department has responded to 37 water system breaks in commercial

properties so far this winter. Most of the responses were for fire alarm sprinkler systems and directly related to heat

not being left on in the buildings.

Seniors recycle a ton i n 0609
The residents of Oak Manor, an elderly and disabled housing complex at 320 W. Main, reached the one ton
point in their recycling effort in 2009. The complex recycled 2,150 pounds of plastic, tin, aluminum and paper
products instead of putting it in the landfill. If you do the math, that averages nearly 180 pounds a month. Not bad
when you consider that the average age for Oak Manor residents is 72 years. The recycling project is totally voluntary
and is assisted by staff volunteers who take the items to the recycle center.

RECYCLE City considering curbside recycling

Preserve the health and Branson Board of Aldermen would like to know your

opinion on the city instituting curbside recycling.
appearance Of our Several ideas are being considered, and Aldermen held a

environment town meeting in January on the topic. More public
Branson Recycle Center discussions are planned in the future. It will take at least two
years to implement a curbside recycling program.
Citizens can call Branson’s environmental

601 Compton Drive

U TELEVAsET b GEVARIEN B (L3 Bl specialist, Mona Menezes at 337-8566, to give their thoughts.
Thursdays 4 p.m.—6 p.m.

A new senior citizen Wii Bowling League is starting at the Branson Community
Center. To sign up contact the Community Center on Compton Drive at 337-8510.



