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Sign up now for Spring Citizens Academy
City of Branson The next Branson Citizens Academy begins in March, and residents are encouraged
to sign up now for the program.
110 W. Maddux ’ IC;'he Academ)[/)gi\?es citizens a behind  -the -scenes look at city departments and their
Branson, MO 65616 functions. Participants also have an opportunity to interact with the employees who deliver
417-334-3345 those services. Each week participants will visit different city departments.
The eight -week session starts Monday, March 22 and continues each Monda
417-334-6095 fax evening througlg May 11, a Tuesday, when stué/ents receive special recognition at the /
Www_bransonmo_gov regular Board of Aldermen meeting. The sessions run from 6 p.m. fi 8:30 p.m. Classes will
be limited to 15 people.
To signup for the Citizens Academy contact Jerry Adams at Branson City Hal3 337
Hours or email atjiadams@bransonmo.go\A schedule of the Citizens Academy programs can be
8-a.m.fi 4:30 p.m. accessed on the citybés homepage

Monday fi Friday

Sales tax revenues update
The city received its February sales tax revenue check from the state that reflected
Mayor spending in December, and it was down 2% compared to December 2009. However, for
Raeanne Presley January and February, sales tax revenue is up 2.4% due to a strong January check from
the state that mirrored November spending.

Board of Aldermen City offices need more space

C!’IS Bohinc The police department and city clerk/municipal court offices in city hall will be
Mike Booth getting a makeover this year. Both departments have outgrown their spaces. A Springfield
Rick Davis firm, Pellham Phillips Architects and Engineers, has been hired to begin designing
. modifications. The design contract is for $27,000. The actual construction cost is estimated
Bob Simmons to be $273,000. City clerkds office is on the seco
Rick Todd department is on the first floor.

Sandra Williams
Employee of the Month

Vicki McFarland, administrative assistant in the Administra-
tion Office, received the February Employee of the Month award
during the regular Board of Aldermen meeting February 9.
Alderman Bob Simmons made the presentation to Vicki on
behalf of the Mayor, Board of Aldermen and City Administrator
Kruithof. Vicki, a 17 -year employee of the city, was nominated
because of her high work ethic, dedication to her position and

City Administrator
Dean Kruithof

Board of Aldermen
meeting schedule

2nd & 4th Tuesday outstanding customer service.
of each month : . .
7 Candidates for April Board of Aldermen election
) PEL Only one of the four Board of Aldermen seats up for election April
Council Chambers 6 is being contested. Incumbent Cris Bohinc is facing a challenge from
Darrell Tomlinson in Ward 2. In Ward 3, incumbents Rick Davis and Rick y
Graduation ceremonies Todd are running unopposed as is Mike Booth in Ward 1. All Board of
for the D.A.R.E. Program Aldermen seats are for two years. | |
will be March 4 at 7 p.m.
at the Presl e - - -
on West Highway 76. For the latest information on HIN1 (Swine Flu),
This year some 360 fifth click here, www.taneycohealth.org , that will

grade students from
both Branson and )
Kirbyville will graduate Department Website.

take you to the Taney County Health 4 o
o



mailto:jadams@bransonmo.gov

New businesses FEMA: Landing buildings

. . b

opening in Branson Oreasonabl y S a fj‘

The city has received a final ruling from FEMA that v

LS/ @ s @) six buildings at Branson Landin
300 Tanger Blvd. flooding. This final written report followed an inspection of

Suite 105 the buildings on the west side of the Landing by FEMA
officials in August. ™ » 5
The FEMA visit was promoted by a former city em- e promenade at Branson
New Clay Cooper . Landi
ployee who contended the basements under two Landing anding
The_ater buildings were prone to flooding because the city did not
3216 W. Highway 76 enforce floodplain regulations.

City officials all along felt confident that FEMA would rule in their favor.

Citizensodo _Servi.ce _ o
Request Line Frontier Airlines announces

Branson service
Branson Airport (BKG) and Frontier Airlines have
announced non -stop service to Denver, CO beginning April
B 20, 2010. The addition of Frontier Airlines will allow
visitors to fly to Branson from an additional 50+ cities
connecting through Denver. The schedule is:

If you need a
guestion answered
about the city, or need
to report a problem or
express a concern,

contact the Citizensd Denver - Branson (Effective April 20, 2010)
Service Request line at Departs Arrives Frequency
337 -8502. The line is 11:05 a.m. 1:52 p.m. Tue/Thur/Sat/Sun

open 24/7 and the city

will respond to your Branson - Denver (Effective April 20, 2010)

I Departs Arrives Frequency

requt_—zst el it 2:30 p.m. 3:30 p.m. Tue/Thur/Sat/Sun
working days.

You can also e -mail a ) ) . ]
request from the city of City begins process for curbside recycling
Branson website The Board of Aldermen passed a resolution declaring its intent to proceed with
www.bransonmo.gov. curbside recycling in the city. Missouri regulations require cities to notify solid waste

In 2009, the city collection companies of their intent to begin curbside recycling and then wait two years

received and before actually starting the program. This resolution starts the two -year

timetable so the city can begin developing a curbside recycling program. Over
the next two years, the city will look at all options for curbside recycling and

conduct public meetings to keep residents and waste hauling companies fully ‘
informed and part of the process.

(4

responded to 155
citizen requests.

Two-phase

Diverging dlamonde ;%:m;N A
Bransonds f u S Y JH S
A diverging diamond interchange e N/ \ ersections
will be going in at Missouri 248 and U.S. W/
65 highways. This type of interchange
allows cars to make left turns without
having to cross the opposing lanes of e o
traffic. Traffic signals at each end ofthe @/}
Highway 248 overpass moves both direc-
tions of traffic to opposite sides of the road
before crossing the overpass. Drivers
needing to make right turns have free \\e | 1/
rights. At the end of the interchange, traffic b Ny
criss -crosses again. Design work is already intersections
underway on the interchange with con- :
struction expected to start in 2011.

Branson facts

Number of live theaters 0 38
Total seating - 41,209

Number of restaurants - 200
Total seating 0 28,824

Number of hotels/motels 0 168
Total rooms 0 16,000

—— a®
= E“uanc"'fam

Two-phase
traffic signal.
No left turn

4z signal required

Next Branson Citizens Academy begins March 22

Sign up by calling 3378526 or email jadams@bransonmo.gov




Pipes going in for natural gas
Southern Missouri Natural Gas, the company bringing natural gas to Branson,
B has started installing distribution gas lines along the south side of Roark Valley
Road. The lines being laid will be capped in anticipation of the major transmission
gas line that will be installed in a few months from Aurora,
Missouri to Branson. That transmission line will bisect Branson from the north
part of the city near the Sight & Sound Theater and eventually cross Lake
Taneycomo at the Cooper Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant to provide natural gas
to College of the Ozarks. When the main north -south line is finished,
distribution lines will then branch out from it and provide gas to residents and
businesses.

Fire losses low in 2009
The Branson Fire Department recorded another year of low fire losses in the city. An estimated
$683,370 in property losses due to fire occurred in 2009 compared to $792,440 in 2008.A majority of
the losses came from vehicle fires. There were only four significant residential fires. The low numbers
can be attributed to prevention programs, aggressive inspections and quick response times. Branson
has four fully -equipped and manned fire stations in the city.

Firefighters offering free training to city businesses
If you own a business and feel that fire safety is important to both your workers and

customers, then contact the Branson Fire Department. Firefighters will provide an on -site, one - hour
safety training session that covers employee safety, eliminating fire hazards, evacuation plans,
operating a fire extinguisher and much more. Call the Branson Fire Department 337 -8580 to set up

a safety seminar for your employees.

DARE officers targeting Rx abuse

Some 2,800 letters were sent last month by the police department to parents of local school -
children concerning the abuse of prescription and over -the -counter drugs by youth. Authorities say %
this is one of the biggest drug abuse problems facing young people today. National studies show one in =
five teens have abused a prescription pain medication. The letters urge parents and guardians to se- =

cure medications in a safe place, preferable a medical safe, and talk to their children about the
dangers of misusing medications.

City seeking grant for sidewalks

The city has applied for a federal grant to pay for constructing and improving sidewalks on Highway 76 from
downtown Branson west to Shepherd of the Hills Expressway. Last year the Missouri Department of Transportation
(MoDOT) built handicap accessible ramps along the sidewalks. The grant being applied for now would enhance the
sidewalk surfaces between the ramps. The federal government would pick up 80% of the $1.6 million total cost, and
the city would be responsible for the remaining 20%. The city should hear within four months if the grant was
approved.

2010 census forms mailed out

The 10 short questions that make up the 2010 Census survey will are being mailed out to
all households in Taney and Stone Counties now thru March. We all must do our part to
encourage friends, family and co -workers to fill out and return the survey . We can all
agree that resources like clean water, good schools, new businesses that provide year round
employment, safe roads and programs that provide free hot meals to our schools, temporary assistance for
needy familieTANF), and nutrition programs for women, infants and child:fhC) are vital to our community. But how can
we make sure that our neighbors ar e ¢hbilboutyoutfereed all t hese

Skyride proposed for Branson Landing
A Colorado company is proposing to build a new attraction at Branson Landing

downtown @ an aerial tram across Lake Taneycomo. Riders would board a passenger tram
in the parking lot south of Bass Pro and be transported to the top of the bluff on the

Hollister side of the lake. At the top, passengers could exit and enjoy the view of Branson
and Taneycomo. The company, Doppelmayer CTEC, must still go through the necessary
permitting process, public hearings and final approval from the Board of Aldermen before

construction can start.



